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Hackbridge Primary School – Curriculum Policy 

 

At Hackbridge Primary School, our curriculum is based on the September 2014 National 

Curriculum for Key Stages 1 & 2 and the reformed Early Years 2021 framework in 

Reception.  

 

Aims of the National Curriculum 

The National Curriculum provides pupils with an introduction to the essential knowledge that they 

need to be educated citizens. It introduces pupils to the best that has been thought and said, and 

helps engender an appreciation of human creativity and achievement.  

 

The National Curriculum is just one element in the education of every child. There is time and space 

in the school day and in each week, term and year to range beyond the National Curriculum 

specifications. The National Curriculum provides an outline of core knowledge around which teachers 

can develop exciting and stimulating lessons to promote the development of pupils’ knowledge, 

understanding and skills as part of the wider school curriculum.  

 

Aims and values of the curriculum at Hackbridge Primary School 

We have designed our curriculum in line with the National Curriculum so that all children have the 

chance to meet their full potential and make rapid progress.  

 

At Hackbridge Primary School we believe that each of us is special and unique and that we should all 

be open and honest. Through our carefully crafted, comprehensive and interesting curriculum our 

pupils develop respect for themselves and others in school and for those in the wider society, liberty 

and tolerance are actively promoted. Our curriculum enables our pupils to develop self-confidence, 

pride in their achievements at school and to take responsibility for their learning. Knowledge is at the 

heart of our curriculum, and is one which ensures that every child is given equal opportunities 

regardless of learning needs, disability, religion, gender, culture or social background.  

British Values: At Hackbridge Primary School we are committed to working with our families and the 

wider local community to ensure that multi-cultural, multi faith and the ever-changing nature of the 

United Kingdom is understood and valued. We will teach all children about ‘fundamental British 

values’ in an age-appropriate way through a broad and balanced curriculum and also through the 

examples set by all members of staff.   The definition of fundamental British Values set out in Ofsted’s 

school inspection handbook defines these as:  democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and 
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mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs.  The teaching of such values 

will include learning right from wrong, learning to take turns and share, challenging any negative 

attitudes and stereotypes and about democracy and understanding their own rights as an individual 

in lessons and wider school life.  We promote the importance of identifying and combating 

discrimination and to understand that we all have the freedom to choose and hold different faiths.  

 

 Our curriculum is: 

 Broad, balanced  and challenging, which meets the educational, emotional and social needs 

of our pupils 

 Exciting, inspiring, engaging and stimulating 

 Creative, innovating and motivating 

 Flexible to allow children to follow their own lines of enquiry 

 Enriched and enhanced 

 Supported by parents/carers and the community 

 

 The curriculum will:  

 Provide children with knowledge and skills to become confident individuals, independent 

learners and responsible citizens 

 Prepare children for the opportunities and responsibilities and experiences of later life.  

 Provide real life experiences and contexts 

 Celebrate the school’s multi-cultural diversity 

 Allow and encourage personalised learning 

 Nurture the whole child 

 Provide spiritual, moral, social and cultural development 

 

 Our children are:  

 Resilient, understand the need for perseverance, will take risks with their learning and ask for 

help to overcome barriers 

 Strong leaders who show a good example to others, try to problem solve, encourage others 

to do their best, is truthful and someone others can trust and works collaboratively and co-

operate with others 

 Organised and understand the impact of personal organisation and can work successfully as a 

team 
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 Responsible for their learning, share ideas with others and have a willingness to put 

themselves outside their comfort zone 

 Efficient communicators who use a variety of approaches to engage different  audiences, work 

in groups of differing sizes and share ideas and listen to the suggestions and opinions of others 

 Able to transfer and apply their skills and knowledge both in and beyond the classroom 

 Able to reflect, evaluate and improve their learning 

 Able to appreciate their own worth and that of others 

 Respectful of others feelings and values 

 Imaginative and creative 

 

 Our staff will: 

 Encourage participation, creativity, reflection and independence 

 Assess carefully and provide regular constructive feedback 

 Value all pupils work and/or effort 

 Develop team work, leadership skills and self-reliance. 

 

At Hackbridge Primary School we are always reflecting on, reviewing and developing our curriculum 

to ensure that it best meets the needs of our children.  

 

Organisation of the curriculum  

We provide a carefully planned curriculum based on the CUSP curriculum (Curriculum with Unity 

Schools Partnership). This is a recognised approach for delivering outstanding learning opportunities 

for children. ‘CUSP is underpinned by evidence, research and cognitive science. Modules are 

deliberately sequenced for robust progression and allows teachers to focus on the lesson. There is an 

emphasis on oracy and vocabulary acquisition, retention and use to break down learning barriers and 

accelerate progress. A rich diet of language and vocabulary is deliberately planned for. Specific skills 

are discreetly taught and practised so that they become transferrable. The sequenced modules 

activate prior learning, build on skills and deepen knowledge and understanding. Learning, vocabulary 

and content is cumulative; content is learned, retrieved and built upon.’  

 

At Hackbridge Primary School we use the CUSP curriculum for planning the following National 

Curriculum subjects: 

 Science 

 Geography 

 History 
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 Art 

 Design and Technology 

 Music 

 

English, Mathematics, computing, MFL, PE, RE and PSHE are taught discreetly but can be linked to 

areas covered through CUSP. These subjects are in line and follow the National Curriculum’s 

progression throughout all years.  

 

Each of the above subjects include knowledge organisers for each learning module being covered, 

containing the learning the children will be undertaking and important information pertinent to their 

learning. Each learning module is split up into lessons, based around a question. Each lesson has a 

knowledge note which inspires pupils and promotes their learning.  

 

Lessons will use a range of teaching and learning strategies, vary in structure to suit the purpose and 

encourage independent learning. By the end of the lesson the children should have the knowledge 

and understanding to be able to answer the questions sufficiently.  

 

Each learning module contains: 

 Progression of vocabulary from Y1 –Y6 

 Knowledge Organisers 

 Coherent Sequence of learning. 

 Cumulative quiz 

 Knowledge notes for each lesson 

 High quality teaching images and diagrams 

We aim to ensure that curriculum planning takes full account of the ethnicity, cultural background 

and language needs of all pupils. We ensure that pupils from all ethnic groups have full and equal 

access to a broad range of curricular opportunities including extra-curricular activities. We aim to 

ensure that the curriculum draws on areas of interest to pupils from different ethnic groups. We 

ensure that racial equality and ethnic diversity are promoted and racism and discrimination are 

challenged in all areas of the curriculum. The curriculum incorporates children’s Personal, Health, 

Social and Emotional education (PHSE). 

As a school, we continuously look for ways to ensure our pupils have a sense of belonging and 

identity through the curriculum we teach. We have embedded The Black Curriculum throughout our 

curriculum and are constantly look for further opportunities to represent diversity through our 
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teaching in an attempt to improve social cohesion between our pupils. Our lessons plans incorporate 

diversity and aim to meet the diverse learning needs with our classes.  

Through our extensive curriculum we also ensure that we use opportunities throughout the whole 

curriculum to teach the children to be safe both on and offline, to develop positive relationships 

with the people around them and themselves and to look after their mental health and well-being.  

Planning the curriculum 

A long term whole school overview/plan has been developed in line with the National Curriculum 

programmes of study which maps the foundation subjects’ curriculum across KS1 and KS2. Subject 

leaders and the Curriculum lead have spent time mapping out learning modules throughout the year 

ensuring a broad and balanced coverage and progression of the National Curriculum.  

 

Marking  

For all core and foundation subjects we follow the whole school’s Assessment and Fast Feedback 

policy.  

 

Assessment  

Assessment for all subjects is completed regularly by teachers. For all foundation subjects and science 

assessment is completed during each learning module, using a simple formative assessment system 

which has been developed by the school. The system enables the school to report termly to the 

governing body with assessment results for each year group and for curriculum subject leaders to 

monitor attainment and progress in each subject area. For each year group a set of assessment criteria 

has been given for each subject, in line the National Curriculum requirements. The class teacher will 

log when a child has achieved each criteria at the end of each learning module on Pupil Asset.  

 

Home Learning  

Each half-term the children are provided with two Home Learning grids; one for foundation subjects 

and science and another for maths. On each grid there are six activities that children can choose from. 

There should be at least one writing activity included on the foundation subjects and science home 

learning grid. All home learning grids are made available to children via Goggle Classroom where the 

children can access and complete their work. Each child needs to complete a minimum of three 

activities per grid and then, if they wish to, some other activities also. Tasks should take a minimum 

of 15 minutes and a maximum of 30 minutes.  
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As a guide, we recommend that each child aims to have completed roughly half of their home learning 

for the half-term by the review date and then at least all of the chosen activities by the final hand in 

date. The review and hand in dates are set before the grids are sent out.  

 

At Hackbridge Primary School we believe that home learning should: 

 Be set regularly and consistently throughout the school. 

 Consist of worthwhile activities which extend and develop the school's curriculum. 

 Include a balanced range of tasks which are both written and non-written and which encourage 

an ongoing partnership between the school and home. 

 Change in its nature as children get older. In Key Stage 1, home learning activities develop a 

partnership with parents or carers, involving them actively in children's learning. As children get 

older, home learning provides an opportunity for children to develop the skills of independent 

learning.  

 

Curriculum communication to parents 

Communication with our parents’ about how their children are performing and what they are learning 

in school is a high priority to us and we do this in a number of ways:  

 Formal reporting to parents three times a year either in the form of a written report at the 

end of the academic year or a pupil progress meeting where parents’ or carers make an 

appointment to meet with their children’s teachers and discuss their progress.  

 School website, curriculum pages, inform parents on curriculum content being taught.  

 The schools Twitter feed and Instagram page informs parents instantly of whole school or 

enhanced activities which are taking place.  

 Our monthly school newsletter is a celebration of what the children have completed over the 

month and informs parents of forthcoming events and activities.  

 Parents are also kept informed via Parent Mail with all events and activities.  

 Parents and teachers use the Home School Contact Book to communicate with each other for 

every-day issues or queries.  

Teachers are of course also available at the end of each day for any necessary communications.  

 

The Role of the Curriculum Lead 

 The role of the curriculum lead is to:  

 Provide a strategic lead and direction for the curriculum ensuring appropriate coverage of the 

curriculum.  

 Support and offer advice to colleagues on issues related to their subject.  
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 Monitor pupil outcomes.  

 Provide efficient resource management.  

 

The Role of the Subject Leader  

The role of subject leader is to: 

 Keep up-to-date with developments in their key area of learning at both national and local 

levels. 

 Review the way the subjects are taught in the school and plan for improvement linking to 

whole school priorities.  

 Lead sustainable improvement through supporting colleagues and others.  

 Reviewing curriculum plans for their key areas ensuring there is full coverage of the National 

Curriculum and that progression is planned for.  

 Judge standards within their subjects so they indicate the achievements of children at each 

key stage and indicate expectations of attainment.  

 Evaluate teaching and learning and assessment within their subjects.  

 Audit, order and manage resources to enhance learning experiences for the pupils.  

 

Curriculum monitoring and review evaluation is essential for the planning and development of the 

curriculum. The Headteacher and Curriculum Lead are responsible for the overall schools’ curriculum.  

Subject leaders monitor and moderate pupil work, conduct learning walks in order to support their 

self-evaluation of their subject, provide training, and give support to colleagues to identify next steps 

for improvement. Our Governing Body is responsible for monitoring the way the school curriculum is 

implemented. Link governors for specific subjects liaise with the subject leader to monitor their 

identified actions and impact of these on the quality of teaching, learning and outcomes in the subject. 

 

Separate subject policies:   

 English  

 Maths 

 PE 

 PSHE 

 EYFS 

 

Refer to individual subject information on the school website for further details of all curriculum 

subjects. 
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Review of the Policy 

This policy will be reviewed annually to keep abreast with the current curriculum requirements and 

statutory assessment requirements.  

DATE: September 2022 

Curriculum Lead: Andrew Jasper and Senior Leadership Curriculum Team 


